
 
 

 
 

 
Randy Hirokawa is a local boy, born and raised in Hanapepe on the island of 

Kaua`i.  He attended Eleele School and Waimea High School, then went on to receive his 
Bachelor’s degree from the University of Hawaii at Manoa, and his Masters and 
Doctorate degrees from the University of Washington.   

 
Randy is currently the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University 

of Hawaii at Hilo.  Prior to returning home in January 2005, he was a professor of 
Communication Studies at the University of Iowa for 20 years, and a professor of Speech 
Communication at The Pennsylvania State University for four years prior to that. 

 
Randy is nationally and internationally known for his expertise in small group 

communication and group decision-making.  The applications of his research have 
attracted the interest of business scholars, healthcare researchers, education specialists, 
and even military experts.  He has published three books and over 60 research papers, 
including one that was once classified by the U.S. Navy.  He has delivered numerous 
national and international lectures, among them the prestigious Van Zelst Lecture at 
Northwestern University, the Thomas M. Scheidel Annual Faculty Lecture at the 
University of Washington, and the B. Aubrey Fisher Memorial Lecture at the University 
of Utah.  In 2006, he was inducted into the University of Washington Alumni Hall of 
Fame for his academic and professional accomplishments. 

 
 Randy’s passion is fishing.   From a very young age, Randy used to tag along with 
his father on fishing trips and his love of fishing continues to this day.  He goes fishing 
every chance he gets, especially likes fishing at night for nocturnal fish like aholehole, 
aweoweo, and menpachi.   The Uluakea program has taught Randy to be very mindful of 
the importance of asking for spiritual “permission” to fish, and protecting and preserving 
the ocean and its resources for future generations. 


