About the Mellon-Hawai‘i Fellowship
Program
The Mellon-Hawai‘i Doctoral and
Postdoctoral Fellowship Program is
designed for Native Hawaiian scholars
early in their academic careers and for
others who are committed to the
advancement of knowledge about the
Hawaiian natural and cultural
environment, Hawaiian history, politics,
and society.
Through the Mellon-Hawai‘i Doctoral
and Postdoctoral Fellowship Program,
doctoral fellows are given the
opportunity to complete their
dissertations before accepting their first
academic posts; postdoctoral fellows are
given the opportunity to publish original
research early in their academic careers.
The Mellon-Hawai‘i Doctoral and
Postdoctoral Fellowship Program is
supported by:
The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation (2008-2017)
Kamehameha Schools (2008-2017)
Kahiau Foundation (2010-2011,
2012-2013)
Deviants from the Norm
Fund (2015-2017)
Dr. Paul and Elizabeth
Nakayama (2015-2016)

Selection Criteria
Native Hawaiian scholars enrolled in
Ph.D. granting programs or who have
already earned a Ph.D. in any field in the
arts and sciences are qualified to apply
for the fellowship. Successful candidates
are those:
(1) who show scholarly and leadership
promise; (2) whose research involves the
Hawaiian natural or cultural
environment, or Hawaiian history,
politics, and society; (3) who have had a
history of service to the Hawaiian
community and to society as a whole;
and (4) who reside in Hawai‘i or whose
research requires extended periods of
time in Hawai‘i.
Eligibility extends to Native Hawaiian
scholars in any residential or external
degree program of a fully accredited U.S.based institution, or institutions abroad,
such as the native university system in
Aotearoa.
Senior Advisory Board & Selection
Committee
The distinguished panel of senior scholars
and kūpuna are:
• Advisory Board Chair, Mr. Robert Lindsey,
Jr., Member, Board of Directors, The Kohala
Center; and Trustee, Office of Hawaiian
Affairs
• Advisory Board Executive Advisor, Dr.
Shawn Kana‘iaupuni, Director, Public
Education Support Division, Kamehameha
Schools
• Dr. Dennis Gonsalves, Former Executive
Director, Pacific Basin Agricultural Research
Center; and Professor Emeritus, Cornell
University
• Dr. Pualani Kanahele, Distinguished
Professor, Hawai‘i Community College; and
Member, Board of Directors, the Edith
Kanaka‘ole Foundation
• Dr. James Kauahikaua, Former Scientist inCharge, U.S. Geological Survey, Hawaiian
Volcano Observatory

EIA HAWAIʻI SERIES
A LECTURE SERIES AIMED AT DEVELOPING A
HAWAIIAN WORLD VIEW AT UH HILO
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Mellon-Hawaiʻi Doctoral and
Postdoctoral fellows
Call 932-7418 for more information or visit
http://kipuka.uhh.hawaii.edu
For disability accommodation, contact UHH Disability
Services at 932-7623 (V),
932-7002 (TTY), uds@hawaii.edu
Sponsored by Mōkaulele Program, Office of the
Chancellors University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo and Hawaiʻi
Community College. Funded by the U.S. Department of
Education, Title III Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions
Grant. However, the event does not necessarily represent
the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and one
should not assume endorsement by the Federal
Government. Co-sponsored by Kīpuka Native Hawaiian
Student Center.

Mellon-Hawai‘i Doctoral and Postdoctoral
Fellowship
Academic Year 2016-2017
Presentation Titles
Dr. Kealoha Fox: “Kūkulu Ola Hou.
Reconstructing the Native Hawaiian
Medical Inventory based on Traditional and
Contemporary Kānaka ʻŌiwi Perceptions of
Illness and Disease”
Dr. Kiana Frank: “Microbial Ecology of
Hawaiian Fishponds”
Mr. Leon Noʻeau Peralto: “Our Moʻolelo of
Change: Moʻolelo, Kīpuka, Ea, and
Decolonial Futures in Hāmākua, Hawaiʻi”
Profiles of the Mellon-Hawai‘i Fellows and
Their Mentors
Ms. Kealoha Fox, Doctoral Fellow
Ms. Fox received her Ph.D. in clinical
research at the University of Hawai‘i at
Mānoa. Her dissertation investigates
supporting and improving health in Native
Hawaiian communities by reconnecting with
traditional Hawaiian health care structures
and revitalizing ancestral assessment,
diagnostic, and treatment practices. Her
mentor is Dr. Kamana‘opono Crabbe, chief
executive officer of the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs. Fox’s research is inspired in large
part by her family and a desire to contribute
to positive health outcomes within Native
Hawaiian communities. “When I look at my
son, I am constantly reminded that the next
generation of Native Hawaiians deserves
improved health strategies that command
positive systemic shifts and reinvest wellbeing back into our ‘ohana (families) and
kaiāulu (communities),” she said. “By
tracing our traditional practices of medicine

and creating a comprehensive resource
inventory, my research seeks to rebuild
Hawaiian assessment and diagnostic
processes that are largely absent from
contemporary healthcare delivery.”
Dr. Kiana Frank, Postdoctoral Fellow
Dr. Kiana Frank received her Ph.D. in
molecular cell biology from Harvard
University in 2013. Her postdoctoral
fellowship will enable her to focus on five
proposed manuscripts exploring the
intersection of ancestral and contemporary
science by investigating the biogeochemical
drivers of microbial processes in Windward
O‘ahu’s He‘eia Fishpond and correlating
them to the pond’s cultural history and
management practices. Frank is being
mentored by Dr. Davianna McGregor,
professor of ethnic studies at UH Mānoa.
“I study microbes in our ‘āina—what they
are, what they are doing, and
their importance in traditional management
—to enhance the productivity, sustainability,
and resilience of Hawai‘i’s aquacultural and
agricultural resources,” Frank said. “I believe
that science is an important tool in our
community, not only to drive data-based
policy, but to advance our understanding of
our place and how we fit into that place. It is
important to recognize that science is not
separate from our culture and our identity,
but rather that science is a strength of
our indigenous culture.” Frank hopes that
her work will help inspire interest in sciences
in Hawaiian communities by demonstrating
how place-based knowledge and traditional
management practices can complement and
enhance contemporary technology and
scientific knowledge systems.

Mr. Leon Noʻeau Peralto
No‘eau Peralto is a Ph.D. candidate in the
department of political science at UH
Mānoa. A resident of Pa‘auilo, Hawai‘i
Island, Peralto’s research focuses on the
resurgence of Native Hawaiian ‘āina (land)
restoration and stewardship practices in two
ahupua‘a (traditional mountain-to-sea land
divisions) in Hawai‘i Island’s Hāmākua
District. Through his research, Peralto seeks
to contribute to deeper understandings of
indigenous, place-based land tenure
practices and governance structures as
models of community sustainability and
resilience. His mentor is Dr. Noelani
Goodyear-Ka‘ōpua, herself a MellonHawai‘i doctoral fellow in 2010-2011 and
associate professor of political science at UH
Mānoa.
“My work is inspired by my kuleana
(responsibility) to my ʻohana, my kulāiwi
(homeland), and my community,” Peralto
said. “I have personally committed to
empowering our lāhui (people) through
collaborative, community-engaged research
and ʻāina-based education.” Peralto aspires
to fill significant gaps in the historical
records of Hāmākua and Hawaiʻi by
compiling and analyzing historical accounts
of ʻŌiwi (Native Hawaiian) land tenure
traditions and governance structures in
Hāmākua; document contemporary
restoration efforts guided by the values and
practices of mālama ʻāina (caring for the
land) and ʻŌiwi resurgence in the region;
and evaluate how these accounts and efforts
contribute to deeper place-based
understandings of mālama ʻāina and
strategies for enacting sustainable selfdetermination in Hawaiʻi.

